Wall to Wal shoppers 


| Bud Walton (above), one of two brothers who 
| built Wal-Mart into a 627-store chain, attributes his 
stores’ success to his “associates ;’’ he doesn’t call 
them employees. Those associates on Tuesday 
opened their new 83,000-square-foot store (Woolco 
before that chain closed last year) with a cheer. 
“Give me a W,” demanded new manager Steve 
Evans, and 150 workers spelied out a loud “WAL 
MART.” Waltofi-urged the group to, “Make Conroe 
number 1.” A sales clerk answered quickly, ‘We 
already are,” pointing to about 70 customers 


crowded around the doors before the 9 a.m. 
opening. The store, located in Montgomery Plaza 
in Conroe, was purchased by Wal-Mart six months 
ago, remodeled and enlarged. Walton said he 
wanted to build a store in Conroe 10 years ago but 
decided land was too expensive. Employees from 
the two-year-old Porter Wal Mart helped stock the 
new store, but judging from the number of shop- 
pers who flocked there on opening day (below), 
they may have had to restock more quickly than 
expected. 


